


A unique trip organized by Hatari lodge in co-operation with Matembezi Safaris. Hatari Lodge located between Mount
Kilimanjaro and Mount Meru, two of Africa’s spectacular peaks, offers the perfect base for some of the richest and most
diverse birding areas in the world. Escorted by the expert birding guides of Matembezi Safaris, you can explore this unique
habitat with the confidence that you have the best local knowledge for your ‘dream’ birding safari. With a list in excess of 650
species, this week of birding is unforgettable. You will be looked after by attentive hosts and guides and enjoying excellent
food both in the lodge and on your daily outings. This is an experience not to be missed.

You can expect an average bird list of around 350-450 species on our weekly program, including numerous fascinating
species and several endemic and restricted range species. Birds however are the not the whole story. Our guides will ensure
that the game viewing will also be excellent, walks well paced for you and you will be surrounded by memorable scenery and
views.

HATARI LODGE

Hatari lodge, over looking a permanent swamp, sits on the northern border of Arusha National park. This strategic location gives the guests
direct access to 3 internationally acclaimed IBAs (Important bird areas) - Longido game controlled area, Mt. Kilimanjaro and Mt.Meru.
Each of these sites was independently acknowledged as an internationally important bird area providing access to over 650 bird species
from Hatari Lodge.

The lodge provides excellent wildlife viewing. From the breakfast veranda you can watch buffalo, giraffe waterbuck and bushbuck. The
birding is spectacular. The endemic red throated tit occurs in the mature yellow barked acacia, grey woodpeckers nest in the dry acacia
behind the main house and a large colony of handsome eupleted fruit bats are visible in an acacia tree close by. Various sunbirds are
attracted to the flowering aloes while green pigeons, barbets and starlings feed on the fruit of the large figs. The swamp can offer some great
water birds and a short walk can take you to the cliffs and banks of the Ngare Nanyuki River.

The hosts Marlies and Jorg Gabriel ensure you will receive a warm welcome, due to their efforts Hatari Lodge feels so much like a home.
Passionate conservationists, this is a real labor of love for them. This becomes clear when you see the attentive service, the great atmosphere,
along with all the luxuries that you'would expect from a top end lodge. This is the ideal base for a week of superb birding and wildlife viewing.

MATEMBEZI BIRDING SAFARIS

Matembezi is a safari company based in Arusha, in the shadow of Mt. Meru, specializing in birding safaris and natural history tours in
Tanzania. Avidly committed to conservation of birds and bird habitat in Tanzania, Matembezi plays an instrumental part in the conservation
of sites on village land in West Kilimanjaro. This co-operation with local communities adds important income to traditional people thus
playing a major role both in poverty alleviation in the area and in supplying a real incentive to these communities to conserve their birds
and bird habitat for the long term. This also means that you will be welcomed into these traditional lands and will enjoy real hospitality
and assistance from the local Masai people. Matembezi is the only birding specialist ground handler in northern Tanzania. The specialist
birding guides led by Hagai Zvulun and James wolstencroft are of an international standard, and all carry full equipment to facilitate a
perfect birding experience. Full literature, scopes and tripods, audio equipment and the relevant bird calls on Mini CDs. Our intimate
knowledge of the local sites and the bird life means that we can fine tune any tour to your interests or to the season of your visit.

THE AREA

The enormous variety of habitats around the lodge is one of the reasons for the great diversity and abundance of birdlife in this area. On
one day we can travel through the misty and humid montane forest and on the next we will venture into semi arid savannahs close by. This
unique habitat includes elevations of below 1000m in the hot and dry rain shadow of Mt. Kilimanjaro, with short and long grass plains,
stony plains, various types of acacia dominated woodlands, riverine forests, to low volcanic hills. Higher up a variety of highland lakes and
swamps dominate the scenery,both alkaline and fresh water. Finally the upper slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro are nearly 6kn above sea level.
These mountains are covered with montane forests, bamboo zones, montane grasslands, heath, forest streams, cliffs and gorges.

2 National Parks exist in the area, protecting much of the mountains in the Kilimanjaro and Meru national parks. However huge areas
of village land exist west of Kilimanjaro that still offer superb habitat for birds. Our program makes extensive use of both the parks and
forest reserves and of sites which are located on village land. Our visits to these areas will be supporting bird habitat protection and
conservation initiatives in the area.

ARUSHA NATIONAL PARK IBA

Arusha National Park is dominated by the towering Mt. Meru. The park covers the eastern side of the mountain and extends some 16 km
to the east of the mountain. In the near future all of the mountain's forest will be incorporated into the park. The park includes many
pools, swvamps and lakes of various sizes, both alkaline and fresh. The montane forest is stunning, with huge stands of Figs, Loliondo, Podo,
and cedar. The range of altitudes makes for a diverse forest. The park's avifauna is in turn rich and highlights include many East African
restricted range species. The endangered Macoa duck is quite dependable, as are large flocks of lesser flamingoes. Black duck occur on
mountain streams. The cliffs surrounding Meru crater hold a breeding colony of Nyanza swifts and the sublime Lammergeyer. Horus
swifts and white fronted bee eaters nest in the banks of the Ngare Nanyuki River. The forests offer delightful species such as the Narina
and Bar tailed trogons, Black fronted bush shrike, red fronted parrots, eastern bronze napped pigeons, Abbot's starling, African hobby,
Crowned eagle and a variety of barbets, chats, greenbulls, flycatchers and starlings. The park is also rich in mammals. The endemic Harvey's
red duiker is beautiful when glimpsed grazing on the forest floor, Gentle monkeys and black and white colobus are commonly seen. Leopards
are still common in the park whilst elephants migrate through, some times though the lodge grounds.



Loncipo G.C.A IBA

A short drive north you descend into the dry plains of the Kilimanjaro rain shadow. This area falls under the Longido Game controlled
area and IBA. This is the traditional homeland of the Maasai people. The varied habitats include various types of acacia woodland, wooded
or stony hills and bare stony plains, short and long grass plains, seasonal swamps and agriculture. This area is still rich in wildlife and
holds important populations of wildebeest, Zebra, Lesser Kudu, Gerenuk, Eland, Giraffe and elephant. Cheetahs are still fairly common
and lions occur although most are nocturnal. The area is the home of the Beesley's lark (The pygmy spike heeled lark), which is one of
Africa's rarest birds with a tiny population of around 200-300. This is also an important migratory corridor and in season groups of
raptors such as lesser kestrels, pallid harriers and steppe eagles pass and roost here. Many restricted species of the Somali-Maasai Biome
are found here at the southern limit of their distribution. Red faced warbler, rosy patched bush shrike, pink breasted lark, pygmy batis,
northern crombec, the Athi short toed lark, short tailed lark; white headed mouse bird, grosbeak canary and many more are also found.
The area is rich with seedeaters including a superb selection of colorful whydahs, weavers, manikins, waxbills, fire finches and pytilias.
We are able to go on night drives to try and find night jars, coursers, owls, striped hyenas, bat eared fox, lesser galago, wild cat, spring hare
and white tailed mongoose.

MTt. KiLiMANJARO IBA

Mt. Kilimanjaro dominates the whole the horizon throughout this area. Its topography influences the habitat and weather patterns. This
huge mountain, one of the largest free standing mountains in the world, It is a great place to tour with superb forests and extensive high
elevation plateaus. The montane forests are home to the green ibis and the abbot's starling, while the lower altitude sub montane forests
still retain avifaunal links to the coastal forests through the Pangani River valley. Birding these sites allows us to get a glimpse of how the
low altitude forest looked in the past with species such as the four colored bush shrike, crested flycatcher, kretchmer's longbill and others.
The northern woodlands are an extension of the west Kilimanjaro rain shadow and are connected by a game corridor to Amoboseli National
park on the Kenya border through which elephant still migrate between the lowlands and montane forests of Kilimanjaro.
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